^^ATCH  TO^'IT?   BIRLK  *:  TRACT    SOClRTY, 
CANADIAN   BRANCH  OFFiCK 
143,   Donald  Street. 

vfiN^UPKO,    Man.      April   24th,  1919 
Dear  Brethren: 

Oreetingl 

RE  THE   HOMK   COMINQ  OF  OUR    BRKTtiREN   FHOM   ATLANTA, 

We  ax^   pleased  to  he   able   to  forward   to  you  news  items  re   their 
reception  at  Brooklyn,  which  re   believe  will  be  of  much  Interest   to  one  &  all. 

immediately  they  arrived  in  Brooklyn  they  rere   acrompanied  by  a 
number  of  friends   to  the   T^thel  Home,  where   between  five   *^nd  six-hundred  friends 
had  assembled  to  welcome   them.        They  were  received  in  the    lar^   dining  room, 
^Hd  nn   they  entered  their  eyee    fel}    upon  p    lar^e    banner,    cont<»ininp:  a    cross 
and   crovn,   *^nd  the  words   "^'elcomc   Home,    Drethren.'J      and  the   text,   "if  the  Son 
therefore    sholl  makeyou  free,   you  shnll   be    free  indeed."      The   dear   friends 
who  had  assembled   had  provided  a   very  sumptuous   banquet;   and  as  all  partook  of 
it  their  hearts     rejoiced   in  anticipation  of  the   great  wedding  feast  «nd 
banquet  that  all  the  members   of  the  body  of  Christ  will  enjoy  after  the 
Mossieh  is   complete    nnd  all   pre   gathered  home .        in  the   course   of  rem«r^fs  at 
this  banquet  on  e  of  the   brethren  snid,   in  substance,   "There   Is   nothing  that 
so  thoroughly  humbles  a   man  as   to   put  him  in  pris4n,    and  subject  him  to  the 
strenuous   rules    of  prison  life.     There   is  nothing  that   brings   him  so  fully  to  a 
realization  of  the  blessings   of  liberty.        The   one   therefore  who  has   in  his 
heart  a   desire    for  righteous   develops   by  reason   of  his   incarceration  a   condit- 
ion  of  mind  thnt  makes   him  ready  to  hear  the   message   of  truth,   ^«'hieh  brings   to 
him  the   hope   of  better  days..     This  illustrates  how   th«t   men  of  the  world  are 
nov;  being  humbled  by  the   trouble   and  stresr   thot   is   upon   the   nations   of  the 
earth,   ahd  that  the   Lord  is   permitting  ^H  this   to   create   a   heart   condition 
amongst  mankind  that  will  make   the-^  ready  to  receive  the   great   !>S8iah;   and 
who   during  his  reif^  have   the   desire    for  release    from  bondage   and  who  desire 
his   blessings,  will  have   them  «nd  will  receive    them  with   joy." 

-  There  w««-^reat  rejoicing  amongst   p>ll   pr©«ent.     Some    two  hours 

were    spent   in  the    singing  of  hymns   and  listening  to  reports  mnde   by  our 
brethren,    and  all  present   again  expressed  their    ioy  that   they  h«d   some   pqrt 
in  making  known  the   message   of  the   Kingdom,    and  that   the  imprisonment   of  our 
brethren  had  m«de   such  witness   possible. 

Not  one  word  of  regret  because   of  their  imprisonmeht  w^s   expressed 
by  any  of  the  eight   brethren  returned  from   prison.       '"hile  we   all  realise   that 
the  incarceration  is   anything  but   pleasant   to  the    flesh,    yetthe   New  Creature 
in  Christ   Jesus   can  rejoice,    knov^ing  that   these   light  afflictions   endure   but 
a  moment  and  work  out   for  those  who  patiently  endure    them  ^   far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight   of  glory.        Some   of  them  were   heard  to   say  that   this  home- 
coming reminds   them  of  the   resurrection,  vhen  friends  will  iiebrought   face   to 
fnce   again  who  have   long  been  separated.       All  the   brethren  expressed   themselvei 
as   thankful  to   the    Lord   that    thelty  had  been   counted  worthy  by  Him  to  endure 
some   of  the  afflictions   similar  to  those  endured  by  the    apostles   and  the   great 
Waster  because    of  their  fait    fulness   to  the   truths        They  had  nothing  but 
exprersions   of  kindness   for  all.       Not  one  word  of  resentment    fell  from  any 
lip. 

.,,,^^^_.^^^_^^^.^^^^^  ^:^j.^  Yief^rfi  from  asfpllows 

Brooklyn,    N.Y.     Varch,    1919. 

KKVARtS   By  BROTHER   FUTHK^FORT).  * 

Dear   friends:   1    can't   tell   you  how   glad   1  am  to   he   home.      This   is 
the    first   time   in  nine  months    th«3t   we   have   heard  any  of  our  hymns,    or  been 
permitted  to   sing  them.        Here   tfcnight  we   find  ourselves  in  m  romm  with  no 
place    to   ait   do^n.      This   sugf^st   t>i»^t  we   are   spilritual,   ir   a  way;   because 
spirit   beings  do  not  have  to   sit   down. 

The   Lord  has   blessed  us  very  wonderfully  in  the   past   nine   months, 
that   v'ould  sefm   stronfi^e    to  the  world;    but  kno^j^ing  that  we    belong  to   our  Father 
and  that    He    causes   all  things   to  work  together   for   our  good,    then  we    can   truly 
say  th^t    the   Lord  has   abundantly  Wessed  us,    nnd  we   are   thankful   to  him   for  all 
the  experiences  we   have    had.        "e    find  the   Bethel   Home    practically  abandoned, 
not  exactly  so   -  but  we   have   nd   complaint,    of   course.        Fvidently  the    Lord  has 
permitted  this   to  happen  for   some    good  purpose.      Let  lis   forget  the   things 
behind,    and  reach    forward  to  those   things  which  are   before. 

How    long  we    shall  be  with  you,    i    do  not   know   -  it   is   in  the    Lord's 


(2) 
hqnds,     ^^'hetber  we   are  rholly  free,    or  temporarily  free,   i   do  not  knov,    so  far 
fls   this  world^s   things  are    concerned;  but  x   w  KKCr*    that  re  are    free   in  Christ 
Jesua.     Before   x  went  avay  i  had   a   little    card  up  -^n  mj  dresaer,    and  the   text 
wae,   "*f  the   son  shall  ma1<e   you  free,   you   sh'^ll   he   free    ^n  ,       ,    „      ^ 
.  ^    .    ,  .        ,    „      \,   ^,  '  i   deed»"     I  caiae  bQ.ck 

tonifSit  and  found  that  sane  text  was  sticking  up  in  the  glass* 

Now,   dear  Brethren,   I  will  not  attempt  to  tell  you  of  all  the  ex noriences 
we  have  had  in  the  past  nine  nonths.   V/e  have  been  isolated,    of  course  J    fron 
you|  hut  our  hearts  have  been  with  you  every  nojnent,   and  we  loiow  we  have  ha^  i 
your  prayers;  and.  the  .prayer  of  a  righteous  laanavaileth^uch.   I  have  boon 
more  and  more  mam  x  fully  convinced  in  the  past  few  days  of  the  real  reason 
wliy  the  Lord  .ponaitted  u?  to  .§fb  to  prispii.   I  was  as  certain  today  as  I  ever 
was  that  \7e  are  absolutely     innocent  of  any  violation  af  the  law.'   'The  Lord 
wajited  us  in  that  prison^  You  have   joined  with  ot  :er  de  r  friends  th"row4iout 
the  c50untry  to  give  a  most  wonderful  v/itnes??  to  the  truth  -.  a  marvellous 
witness  -  oallin^.  attention  'n^'    'T^tti^i  •  • +,tf.-'T^i !-»!->      f  ^t '^----^  -?-^^v.a,-.c'  .^.-.-^  ^^^^ 

countt^  who  lever  h;  -  i v^  ^ 

mind-before   ■.  be-n  in         _    :k^         .......:     _  ..  .  _.  .v  ntion 

of  the  people  -bb  this  aRRsxia' condition-.  ---        . 

When  x^Q  rnxQ  in  prison,,  tl:iey  aa^ed  me,   ''^low  long 'are^^you  Mere  for?" 

"I  gug^seni^nced^Tor  twenty  year«,if* 

.The  man  didn't  like /the /way  I   oaid- it  ^^igiy  well^^^.  He   sq^id^  ."W^ll,   thoi-^ 
you  are  here  for  twt^tj'^  years." 

I  Imev;  I  \7a^*1);  fipin^g'^jo    ..u  ./   tv/ent       ^^     • 
innocent,   because  bef oi^   that" time  the 
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Taen  we  "     ;i  the  prison,  of  course,      "!  to  be  in' 

asked  our  bur  '.    .  '/hen  I  tol'='  the  deputy      a  what  I  h- 

said,  "Tlo  preaohing  in  here^  '      '3'-md?'*  I  said,.  "TTo, 

fear  about  that  at  all«   I  wi  -  rr   tell  a  m^an  any  thin. 


ted,  and  , 
doing,  he 
t^ ,  don't  you 
j  he  will  ask 


me;  and  you  can.  depend  tipon  me  to  keep  my  v/ord*"  In  tlie  orison  wo  were 
req^nired  to  attend  chapel  on  Sunday  morning.   At  that  time  I  thouglit  about 
the  friends  all'throu^^out  the  country,  and  the  feast  you  were  having,  and  I 
said,  *'0h,  Lo2?d,  why  have  v/e  got  to  be  tlius  tortured  by  the  Seed  of  th"  iier- 
pentblaspheming  thy  dear  Name?"  After  a  while  I  began  to  see  ^ffh:/  ±t  was.  The 
chaplain  -  a  ver^/  good  man;  I  think  he  does  the  best  he  'mows  how  -  the 
chanl.ain  urged  everyone  to  stay  to  ounday  School •   v/e  thought  v/e  had  better 
take  the  tine  for  n   little  persona,l  fellowship*  vVe  eiglit  formed  a  clas,  and 
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amidGt.  the  babble  all  over  the  chapel  -  of  course,  everybody  tallcing  at 
cne  s  ame  time  -  we  tried  to  have  a  little  les  ion#   3ome  ctiriosity  seekers 
*3egan  to  come;  ond  still  more  come.   They  could  not  kecB  uo  from  talizing  the 
truth  there,  because  they  invited  us  to  stay.   So,  we  took  turns  about ;'^one 
Junday,  one  wo^ild  lead;  another  Sunday,  another. 

Well,  you  know  the  ^TUDISS  IN  IK^,   3CRIFrUHK3i  they  didn»t  want  them  in  th< 
prie  on  library,  I  had  the  privilege  of  being  transferred  to  the  libr-iry,  and 
I  found  three  sets  of  MILL  NIAL  BAVm.  So,  as  we  talked  a  little  truth,  some 
;70uld  Sc'iy,  "i^ly,  that's  goodl"  Got  anything  to  read?"  I  v^ould  take  hime  the 
Fi:  St  Volume,  and  get   him  started.  In  a  little  while,  we  had  at  least  seven 
prisoners  and  two  or  three  {^ards,  reading  the  book£i. 

The  Sunday  School,  class  kept  increasing,  0„e  old  man  in  that  prison, 
seventy- two  years  old  -  a  banker  -  said  to  me  (everybody  dovm  there  called  ne 
Judge,  for  short)  he  said,  "Judge,  I  am  seventy- two  years  old,  t-md  I  had  to 
set  in  this  prison  to  find  -.ut  so  ^  "  *    ^         "'^le.  I 

prGacIici;^;  for  I'ifty-seVQn  y^.ii'a,  .jatiantj         .       u 

in  the  library  one  afternoon,  rmd  he  j.j.:oa  uo  .^uoJtionG  for  tliroa  ^oli  1  hou.^,3^, 
ie  said  "That  is  the  mcaft  wonderful  thing  I  have  ever  hoards  I  have  had  all  my 
-iuestions  answered  satisfactorily^**  "/hen  we  left,  l^rother  :<lacmillan  iresented 
lim  with  a  fnll  ^^et  of  ^TimiES  ITT"  TIIJ  30I*T7l£SS,  including  TIE   FiniSiSD  ^7f3T£J{) 
I   gave  him  a  Bible;  and  so,  he  is  well  equiped^   There  is  that  dear  old  soul 
ready  for  restitution, 

T'le  cla  ss  kept  increasing.  There  were  a  number  of  jews,  and  we  had  an 
opportunity  to  tell  them  about  the  Jewish  hopes*  We  had  an  opportunity  to 
take  the  Old  Testament  ^^romises,  -ind  to  tell  the  Jews,  and  Gentiles  too,  what 
vas  coming.   Last  Sundoy  w-:^  the  1-st  Sunday  y/e  had  there,.  Two  or  three  of 
bhe  deputied  came  arotind,  and  the  deputy  warden  took  a  seat  riglit  by  me.  One 
>f  the  guards  cnme  and  said  "Couldn't  you  come  to  this  side,  so  we  can  hear 
Detter?"  The, Deputy  sat  dovm  there  also,  and  I  thouglit,  ",vcll  this  is  my  last 
time  now,  and  I  am  going  to  tell  them  about  the  plan,  I  con  do  it  in  a  few 
ainutes  as  briefly  as  possible,  and  then  give  an  opT:)ortimity  to  ask  auestions,' 
)ur  little  clas^;  had  grovm  from  eight  to  NIN'.;T^,  Mar^  "you,  there  were  oni.y 
me  hundred  and  fourty-five  in  all  the  Si.mday  School,.  There  were  six  other 
JlasGSS,  We  had  ninety  and  they  had  the  balance,  I  don't  say  this  now  becausft^ 
[  hapoen  to  be  involved,,  hwt   the  Deputy  Warden  went  to  ^rotUer  Juett  when  weS 
v/ent  to  leave  "the  otlior  a^^   v/hile  wc  eight  were  oirt  ±n   the  cor-^itloar  weitintT""^"? 
for  the  officers  to  come  and  take  us  out,  the  warden  and  tho  deputy  Warden, 
and  a  number  of  the  gua  rds,  came  and  shook  hands  with  us  rtnd  told  us  Goodbye 
-  the  Deputy  Warden  stepped  over  to  "brother  Juett  and  said,  "I  heard  Rutherfoi 
last  Sunday;  the  most  wonderful  thing  I  have  ever  heard,  to  loipw  that  the  lord 
has  such  a  gre-  t  pl^'^n  as  thati"  so  we  left  them  in  there;  and  all  of  them 
said,  "Judge,  we  hop o  you  v/on't  have  to  come  back^.^ 

There  was  one  very  brilliant  young  man  in  our  Sunday  „;,..^j1  Class,  and 
he  alv/ays  came,  every  Sunday,  and  sat- right  next  to  the  leader.  He  wo^ild  meet 
us  in  th»^  yard  and  tal'c  to  us,  and  time  and  again,  he  3aid"0h,-  I  sm   so  -^^^"  -^ 
to  se  e  these  men  go,  and  when  they  go  I  don't  know  what  we  will  do  fo: 
class;  but  I  ai?i  going  to  ty  and  lead  it  myself,"  The  othnr  night  -  the  ^   ./^ 
night  we  were  there  -  he  sent  do'vn  to  me  a  note.  To  rive  you  an  idea  of  what 
kind  of  young  man  he  is,  I  am  going  to  ask  Brother  '..iso  to" read  that,  I  call 
you  attention  to  this,  dear  friends,  because  it  gives  you  an  idea  tliat  there 
are  some  good  joima   men,  and  some  good  old  men,  in  prison.  Mid -I  believe  thor 
are  more,  in  proportion  to  the  number  there  -  I  would  rather  take  i:iy   chances, 
a  thousand  to  one,  with  those  m:en  than  I  wo\ild  with  the  preaohe  a.. 

(The  letter  from  the  young  man  re^^d  about  as  foil  owe:) 
T/Iy  dear  Ju.dge  Autherfordx 

To  you  and  everyone  with  you,  T  son!  this  parting  mesaage,  So3aehow,whon 
I^m  near  you.  or  with  you  I  cannot  express  myself.  I  seem  such  an  ato^,  hardly 
.7orthy  of  so  v/ondcrful  a  friendship  as  yours.   I  want  you  to  Icnow  that  you 
■lav  left  vdth  me  a  desire  to  be  a  better,  bigger  man,  if  3uch  oan  e:^^QraQ 
from  a  carcase  so  soiled  an^l  norld-wom  a^j  mine.   You  have  taught  me  the 
neaning  of  the  v/ord  'love*  as  used  betv7een  men.  You  have  tauglit  me  that  there 
ire  things  in  thir:  v/orld  far  m.ore  precioun  that  rubies;  and  if  lie  who  .is 
supreme  desires  that  I  never  sec  again  I  shall  be  satisfied,  Icnowing  that  at 
Least  I  have  had  the  first  gleanings  of  a  bcautifia  Imowledge,  the  friend  ship 
3f  you  wonderful  men,  and  the  opportunity  to  help  myself  if  only  I  cm  an'l  wii: 
remain  strong,  .  I'm  weak,  very  weak,  no  one  icnows  this  better  than  I,,  but  I'll 
trj^  and  I'll  fight  with  myself  if  necessary,  to  achieve  the  full  fruits  from 
this  seed  you  have  planted,  so  I  may  help  not  only  myself  but  those  about  me, 

"This  may  all  sound  odd,  coming  from  such  as  I,  but  deep,  way  deep  in 
my  heart  I  mean  it,  every  word.  Perhaps  some  day  ,  i  ohall  come  to  you  ana 
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say,  'Now,  I»ra  a  man» ;  and  when  I  do  yau  will  know  that  all  was  not  in  vain.  I 
may  slip  -  life  is  a  funny  proposition  -  and  if  I  do,  I»ll  pick  up  the  rennantt 
and  start  anew.  «-       •    « 

"May  I  tha^k  you,  every  one  of  you,  again  and  again?  and  wish  you  Gk^iJ- 
speed,  and  His  blessing  and  guidance  in  this  most  wonderful  future^ 

L  Devotedly, 

^  T\5ae« 

Now,  dear  Brethren,  I  called  you  attention  to  that  letter  for  this  reasw  ' 
There  is  nothing  in  the  world  with  which  I  have  had  experience  that  so  thor-. 
oughly  humhles  men,  hreakes  their  heart,  as  to  put  them  in  prison:  without 
any  hope;  many  years  before  them;  not  knowing  whether  they  are  going  to  live 
or  die;  knowing  that  they  must  observe  certain  rules,  and  if  they  fail  to 
keep  those  rules  they  ^o  into  the  dungeon^  Everything,  in  a  measure,  to  dis- 
courage them,  unless  they  had  something  to  which  to  look  forward*  Then  I  saw 
many  of  those  men  take  kindly  to  the  message  of  hope  that  was  helD  out  to  them 
■^-in  01^  feeble  way^  Thpj  leok;ed  upon  us  as  honest  ysen,  .-  fhe  meanest  thin.^s  in 
,a  prison  is  one  prisoner  who  is  disloyal  to  another.  6ne  was  heard  to  say  to 
another,  "Those  llussellites  are  all  right.  They  wouldn't  turn  up  a  man  for 
anything."  The  y  had  confidence  in  us,  and  that  is  the  reason  they  v/ould  list- 
en. This  great  trouble  that  is  on  the  earth  is  breaking  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  -nd  when  the  trouble  grows,  their  hearts  will  be  so  thorouglily  humblGd 
that  every  on  e  in  the  land  who  has  the  message  of  the  Lord  in  his  heart,  in 
his  mind,  and  upon  his  lips,  will  have  the  chance  to  go  forth  and  comfort 
some  sad  hearts*  We  have  a  wonderfxa  illustration.  We  knov/  there  is  much 
trouble  ahead;  but  greater  are  the  wonderful  things  before  us.  If  we  are 
faithful  unto  the  endt  it  means  we  are  going  to  have  some  part  in  the  restit- 
ution work  and  the  reconstruction  of  all  mankind. 

I  was  thinking  tonight  as  I  stood  down  there  and  ate  chicken,  and  looked 
up  and  down  the  rows  of  smiling  faces  -  everybody  so  happy,  everybody  looking 
so  glad  and  rejoic5,ng  -  I  thoughtj  It  is  worth  staying  in  jail  nine  months 
to  have  this  experience.  Now,  dear  friends,  if  this  is  a  joy  to  us,  what  a 
wonderful  joy  is  set  before  us  when  we  shall  see  the  Lord,  the  Lord  Jesus, 
the  Heavenly  Father;  and  then  be  privileged  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearts  and 
comfort  those  that  mourn.  We  will  be  glad  of  all  the^ experiences  v/e  have 
ever  had.  I  thank  you  again  and  a^jji  that  you.  have  been  so  faithful  -and  s<^   ^ 
lo\  al  to  the  Lord.  Your  fight  has  not  been  to  r^t   your  brethren  out  of  orison. 
That  was  merely  a  side  issue  -  a  secondary  thing.  The  Lord  has  been  moving 
to  please  him.  Yotir  business  and  ray  business  is  to  v/itness  to  the  TRUTH,  and 
whatever  position  the  Lord  puts  us  in  ,  that  is  what  we  want  to  do.  So  the 
fight  you  have  been  making  has  been  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  for  the  TruIJi 
and  those  who  have  done  it  have  received  a  wonderful  blessing.  The  "'ord  blesn 
you  all. 

•BROTHER  VAN  AMBURGH^ 

I  want  to  greet  you  all  as  fellow  prisoners;  because,  althou£y:b  we,  so 
faras  the  body  is  concerned,  have  been  in  prison,  yet  I  thine  that  every  membei 
of  the  Church  has  been  in  prison  with  us.  I  thin-c  that  many  of  the  prisoners 
outside  the  walls  have  really  suffered  more  than  the  few  inside.  Now  the  Judge 
has  told  you  a  little  about  himself,  so  I  will  simply  say  that  everyone  in  the 
walls  knew  him  as  the  Judge.  They  knew  me  as  "Dad".  Back  and  forth,  among  the 
prisoners,  we  had  our  nic  oiames.  At  first,  our  experiences  were  very  trying; 
because  it  ser-med  almost  like  taking  us  out  of  heaven  and  putting  us  in  the 
very  dungeon.  But  we  thought  like  this:  It  is  the  Lord's  work  and  we  gave  our- 
selves to  him,  and  it  is  for  Him  to  say.  It  was  very  dark  for  a  lonf:  time, 
because  we  could  not  get  a  worl  out,  and  not  much  in. 

I  have  had  -  I  could  hot  tell  you  just  how  many  -  particular  ansv/ers  to 
prayer.  I  will  just  tell  you  one  instance.  We  were  privileged  to  write  one 
letter  a  v/eek»  and  on  aaaly  one  sheet  of  paper.  I  formed  the  habit  of  making 
the  individual  letters  as  small  as  I  could,  so  as  to  get  as  much  as  oossible 
on  a  sheHt.  lister  Van  Amburgh  and  I  thought  pretty  much  of  each  other.  Her 
birthday  came  along,  and  Iforgot  to  mention  it  in  ray  letter.  Now  it  is  a  very 
little  thing,  and  some  of  you  many  lauQliji.   I  took  it  to  the  Lord,  tind  I  thou^- 
about  it.  I  was  in  the  hospital  nt  that  time,  I  said  "I  wonder  how  I  can  fix 
it". It  was  a  reprehensible  act, and  one  which  was  punishable  by  immediate  dis- 
missal, for  the  guard  to  take  any  message  whatever  out  from  any  prisoner.  The 
doctor  came  around  eveiy  morning,  and  I  thought,  "I  v/onder  if  I  can  get  the 
doctor  to  send  a  little  mesv^age  over  the  phone  when  he  goes  out."  I  wrote  out 
the  address  and  'phone  number,  and  the  message  of  greeting,  on  Wednesday,  The 
Deputy  Warden  hardly  ever  came  to  the  hospital.  I  saw  the  assistant  doctor 
about  it,  and  he  said,  "Well,  I  don't  Imow.  That  would  be  rather  ;feserious 
^  natter,  but  I  will  aelc  the  chief  physiol*  a.d  let  you  laxov..-.  we  get  ourn.il 
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about  5  o^clock,  and  that  af temo  m  |  got  a  letter  from  Slater  Van  .\mburgh«  > 
She  said  she  had  talked  to  the  deputy  about  some  mottoes  that  I  wanted  to  get 
into  the  institution.  When  the  T)eputy  oame  in,  I  said,  "Oh,  she  tells  me 
how  nicely  you  treated  her  the  other  day,"   I  read  to  him  what  she  wrote.  It 
seemed  to  please  him,   I  was  so  interested  in  the  letter  that  when  we  passed 
out  I  didn't  thinic  of  ray  note*   I  went  after  him  and  said,  "V/ould  it  be 
T)033iblc  for  you  to  phone  n  message  for  my  wife*"   ••Surely"^^  he  said.   "Give 
me  that  note."  Now  to  roy  mind,  that  was  simply  the  metood  that  the  J^ord   used 
to  say,  "I  have  my  hand  over  you,  and  I  am  looking  out  for  you,  even  in  the 
little  details  like  that." 

Another  time  I  was  feeling  somewhat  depressed,  and  pretty  poor  physically 
The  assistant  doctor  ca^e  up,  put  his  hand  over  my  shoulder,  laid  a  beautiful 
rosebud  in.  front  of  me,  and  v/alked  off.   The  T.ord's  hand  was  revealed  in  these 
little  ways. 

The  thing  that  struck  us  was  the  broken  hearts  down  there.   I  would  like 
to  have  you  knovv  to  fiome  extent  how  much  those  poor  men  thou*^t  of  Brother 
Rutherford,   The  called  him  The  Judge,  and  they  meant  it.  I  v/ant  to  tell  you 
what  fin  inspiration  he  is  and  has  been  to  us.   I  v/ant  to  tell  you,  ho  is 
really  a  man  of  God.  He  just  bi^ced  every  one  of  us,  and  truly  the  Lord  is 
using  him  in  a  wonderful  way,  I  want  to  tell  you  how  your  prayers  helped  us; 
to  think  how  many  of  t  le  friends  were  praying  for  us  and  were  down  here  with 
us,  Th  Lord  has  blessed  us,  and  is  blessing  us,  and  now  has  some  future 
work  for  us.   If  any  of  the  rest  of  you  go  to  prison,  t  ;e  Lord  v/ill  take  care 
of  you  in  prison  just  as  well  as  he  v/ill  anywhere  else.   The  "^ord  bless  you. 


BROTHSH  IIAQMILLAN. 

Dear  Friends,  Now  you  have  heard  from  convicts  No.  8633  and  No,  8634«Now 
you  will  hear  from  No.  8639 #  Brother  liutherford  was  the  first,  and  I  was  the 
last  -  8633  «.hd  <j639.   Brother  Van  iVmburg^i  was  telling  some  of  the  onderful 
experiences  he  had,  showing  the  Lord^s  leadings  while  in  prison.   I  am  sure 
we  could  all  tell  ouro  if  v/e  could  all  remember.   The  niglit  we  entered  there, 
there  were  eight  of  us  -  seven  in  our  party,  and  one  other  convict  ^Brother 
De  Cecca)was  not  there  then).  The  other  prisonerfe  number  was  8610,  and  he 
oame  next  to  me  as  we  were  lined  up,  on  the  wall  to  go  to  our  cells.  I  lookec 
-h\-   ovor^  laDk:sd^jayfiBlf  over,  and  said,  "Goodness,  have  I  got  to  go  and  live 
v/ith  that  specimr-n  of  depru-vity?"   1  waited  patiently  ^0~~&e'e  \ma"tr'?rould  hapjiei  '^ 
They  called  them  off;  so  many  this  way,  so  many  that  way;  and  I  found  myself 
laid  up  vrlth  this  scoundrel.   As  we  were  about  tD  go  to  the  cell,  the  guard 
called  out,  "8638  goes  with  youl"  That  was  Brother  Woodwa*h«  We  walked  up  to 
our  cell,  and  when  v/e  got  in  we  threw  our  arras  around  oneanother  and  have  bee] 
together  ever  since. 

He  is  not  a  prisoner  any  more;  but  he  is  inside  the  walls.  3o  from  early 
morning  to  nine  o*  clock  at  night,  Brother  v/oodworth  oan  go  ny   place  he  v/ant s 
except  outside  the  prison  walls.  But  here  is  the  striking  thing  ab  out  it: 
the  person  that  can  get  that  position  down  there  thinks  it  is  the  next  to 
getting  out,   .Vhen  Brother  Woodv/orth  made  a  request  to  the  Deputy  v»arden  to 
let  him  leave  his  freedom  with  the  other  three  clerks  and  go  back  into  that 
small  cell  -  eight  by  ten  -  and  be  locked  up  in  the  evening  and  be  locked  up 
in  the  evening,  they  said,  "There  is  oomething  v/rong  with  Woodworth's  head." 
I  said,  "No,  it  is  all  in  his  heart."  So  that  little  experience  v/as  a 
remarkable  thing,  when  you  think  of  it.   I  was  assigned  to  go  v/ith  that  fellO' 
and  if  I  had  gone  with  him  I  would  have  been  dead  by  this  time. 

..^  -.  Brother  liutherford  was  telling  about  the  Sunday  school  class.  I  rm  not 
going  to  let  hrm  get  aw^y  vdLth  all  the  honors  of -tiiat.  _  Brother  Van  Araburgli 
and  I  were  rsmr    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^s  organized.  There  were  some  Jews  dov/n  there,  and 
they  said,  "We  would  like  to  have  one  of  you  men  come  over,"  I  went  over  for 
four  or  six  successive  Stmdays,  and  I  noticed  the  Deputy  Warden  came  over  and 
listened.  I  told  them  about  the  teachings  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  showed  how 
the  Jews  could  not  be  blessed  until  the  Messiah  was  shown.  Then,  I  said:  As 
you  have  been  blesserl  by  him,  you  will  wake  up  some  fine  morning  and  find  that 
you  are  two  thousand  years  late.  I  sav/  it  vould  be  folly  for  me  to  reep  those 
Jews  alone  in  the  claso,  so  I  saidt  I  guess  I  told  them  about  all  t  ioy  were  in- 
terested to  hear  from  me,  and  if  they  v/ant  to  hear  any  more  they  v/ill  come  to   ; 
our  clast3. 

The  Denuty  told  roa  a  story  afterwards.  He  said  a  man  oaiae  to  him  two  days 
before,  when  he  learned  v/e  were  going  avmy.  The  man  came  in  and  said,  "Deputy, 
I  would  like  to  have  the  job  dovm  there  that  those  two  Israelites  are  going 
to  give  up."  The  Deputy  did  not  know  whom  he  meant.  "Those  tv/o  lai^aelites  who 
^ame  with  the  big  Judge."   "Those  are  not  Israelites;  those  are  Russellitest" 
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I  said,  "Deputy,  he  hod  it  right;  we  are  Israelites  indeed."  So  we  had  a  wonder 
rul  time,  Thoee  Jews  that  were  in  the  claso  began  to  be  interested* 

There  was  a  work  started  among  those  men  that  is  remarkable.  I  was  walk* 
ing  up  the  other  day,  and  a  youiig  fellow  came  running  along,  and  said.  "Just  a 
moment,  J^lao,  I  want  to  walk  up  with  you.  I  always  like  to  walk  with  you  fellows 
because  you  always  have  a  pleasant  smile  and  a  hapxyy  word."  I  wondered  v/hy  this 
was  -  not  because  we  are  better  than  the  rest.  There  were  m;any  good,  noble  men 
in  there;  but  still  they  were  not  able  to  create  an  influence  that  seemed  to 
be  specially  helpful.  The  other  day,  an  old,  hardened  sinner  -  a  man  that 
f®2  barrooms  and  sold  dope,  etc.  -  became  very  friendly  to  us,  and  stepped 
into  the  cell  one  day.  He  sat  dovm,  talking  to  me.  He  said,  "I  want  to  tell 
you  that  you  men  have  done  a  wonderful  amount  of  work  here,  and  everybody  you 
came  in  contact  with  was  benefited  and  influenced  by  yotir  influ  enoe."  I 
thought:  Now  why  is  this?  I  found  out  it  was  not  because  we  were  -iny  better, 
but  because  we  have  a  better  view  of  life,  and  life's  troubles,  difficulties,  l 
joys  and  sorrows.  If  you  meet  a  man  there  for  five  minutes,  he  says,  "Partner,  ^ 
how  lon^h^^-e  :^ovt   got?**  W^  always  had  a  happy,  hopeful- xTor:!  for ^ the  ii,  --vl  that  ' 
is  what  got  their  attention  -  because  of  the  broad,  hopeful  and  'cheerful  view 
that  we  were  able  to  take  of  our  own  incarceration.  The  day  we  left,  many 
prisoners  hastened  away  when  they  said,  "Goodbye,"  because  there  was  a  big  lump 
coming  up.  Taking  a  retrospective  view  of  it,  it  was  wonderful!  And,  I  suppose, 
a  year  from  now,  we  will  be  thinking  more  of  that  experience;  and  a  hundred 
years  from  now,  I  tell  you,  it  will  seem  real  good. 

BROTHER  WOOD WORTH. 

Before  we  reached  Brooklyn,  we  agreed  amongst  ourselves  that  we  wou*^d 
have  nothing  to  say  about  our  prison  experiences.  So  I  will  follow  the  example 
that  has  been  set  me  by  the  others. 

The  thing  that  impres^^es  me  most  in  connection  with  the  experiences  of  the 
past  nine  months  is  the  depth,  and  the  sweetness,  and  the  genuineness  of  the 
love  of  Christ  which  passe th  knowledge,  as  amongst  his  brethren.  I  want  to  tell 
you,  dear  brothers  and  sisters,  what  you  already  knowi  that  there  isn't  a 
single  bit  of  yellow  in  any  of  those  brethren  that  went  dovm  to  Atlanta  -  not 
a  bit.  They  have  faced  everything  they  have  had  to  face  with  a  smile,  and  that 
has  brouglit  its  own  rev/ard,  as  it  always  did  in  the  past  and  always  will  in   .  ,^ 
the  futtire.  There  are  no  peopl©  on  earth  that  can  face  the  worst  tliat  civil- •^**^ 
ization,  lio  called,  has  to  offer,  with  as  good  a  spirit;  or  gain  so  many 
favours;  or  receive  so  many  blessings  in  connection  with  their  experiences,  as 
the  people  in  Present  Truth  -  because  their  hearts  are  fortified  for  these 

ngs.  ^,^   have  been  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  it  should  be  our  priv- 
Lege,  in  some  public  way,  to  fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  afflictions 
3f  Christ,  for  his  Body's  sake,  v/hich  is  the  Church.  If  any  of  you  have  read 
this  book  which  has  recently  been  so  widely  advertisjfed  (I  refer  to  the 
PINISHET)  IiYSTERY),  you  know  it  was  no  surprise  to  any  of  the  brethren  -although 
absolutely  innocent  of  the  things  they  were  charged  with  -  it  v/as  no  surprise 
to  any  of  them  that  an  experience  such  as  we  have  had  has  come  to  them.  Nor 
3an  we  he   sure  that  those  experiences  are  finished.  But,  in  any  event,  we  can 
Look  forward  with  joy,  because  we  know  that  we  belong  to  the  Lord.  That  has 
been  our  recourse  in  everything,  v^'hen  we  have  had  one  disappointment  after 
another  about  getting  our  liberty,  even  temporarily,  the  thing  we  have  fallen 
back  on  all  the  time  is,  "Well,  iihat  difference  does  it  make?  The  Lord  is  on 
the  job.  V/e  blong  to  the  Lord.  This  is  His  business.  Let  Him  take  care  of  us 
as  he  sees  fit." 

There  is  one  brother  in  this  room  who  did  an  exceptionally  interesting   ^4 
thing  in  the  way  of  brotherly  love.  I  thou^  I  wox;ild  mention  it  lere.  He  was 
aot  one  of  the  ei^;i^it.  It  is  just  as  well  that  a  little  glory  goes  to  some  of 
the  others,  who  are  just  as  honorable  in  the  Lord's  sight,  just  as  worthy  of 
these  special  favours,  privileges  and  blessings  we  have  enjoyed.  This  brother 
wrote  to  our  attorney,  just  after  sentence  had  been  passed  upon  us,  and 
inquired  if  there  was  not  some  way  that  he  could  break  into  jail  and  ta>e  the 
place  of  one  of  us.  He  wanted  to  take  my  place  in  the  prison.  V/hat  do  you 
think  of  a  brother  that  would  propose  to  undertake  a  twenty-year  sentence? 
That  is  brotherly  love. 

Had  you  been  in  Atlanta  the  last  nine  months,  I  think  you  v/ould  see  the 
full  illustration  of  the  truth j  "We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life,  because  we  love  the  brethren."  At  the  hour  when  some  exercise  was  allow- 
ed, we  would  always  find  the  Lord's  brethren  together,  by  twos  or  threes, 
and  dometimes  by  sixes,  travelling  together.  While  we  were  down  there,  I  rem- 
ember one  thing  trahspired  that  showed  how  willing  these  brethren  were  to 
suffer  for  v/hat  they  believed  to  be  right.  Some  brother  (I  shall  call  him  a 


(7) 

brother,  although  it  seema  difficult  to  think  of  a  brother  who  vvotild  do  a 
thine  like  this)  from  Brooklynm  sent  a  type  written  coimaunioation  to  each  one 
of  us  eight  brethren,  intimating  that  we  were  in  prison  because  of  the 
FINISHED  MSTERY,  which  every  one  seems  to  admit  was  th-^  ostensible  reason 
we  were  put  there •  He  called  upon  us,  and  everybody  else,  to  repudiate  the 
Seventh  Volume  of  Studies  in  the  Scriptures,  and  he  said  if  we  would  do-  this 
would  get  our  libeijy*  Not  one  of  us  replied*  It  was  not  worthy  of  a  reply*  We 
stand  for  the  Lord  and  His  truth,  and  EVERY  BIT  of  His  Word.   God  had  some 
purpose  in  writing  the  book  of  Iferelation*  What  that  purpose  is  seems  to  get 
clearer  to  me  now.  It  was  his  purpose  specially  to  advertise  the  Truth  far 
and  wide,  to  the  remotest  comers  of  the  earth*  Nearly  everybody  in  the 
co^intry  now  wonders  what  is  contained  in  that  book* 

One  of  the  interesting  features  down  there  was  the  remarkable  fondness 
that  the  Itailians  all  over  the  place  got  tjo  have  for  us»  Now  this  you 
^jmsuld  hardly  lo«;>k  fo^^^^     "len  they  sav;  t|ie  love  we .  all  manif e  ggted  %omu^ 
Brother  DeCecoa,  you  kno,.  Iz   just  warmed  their  hearts;  and  I  think  that 
amongst  our  very  best  friends  in  that  place  were  the  scores  of  Italians 
found  there*  You  couldn^t  find  an  Italian  there  but  what  thinks  well  of  us# 


BROTHER  FISH::R* 

Now  I  feel,  like  Brother  DeSecoa,  that  the  past  nine  months,  in  many 
respects,  was  the  ^aost  precious  experience  of  my  whole  life,  and  I  am  glad 
I  went  to  the  penitentiary*  I  know  when  v/e  stepped  into  the  front  hall 
that  night  -  it  was  late  at  night,  and  dark  -  a  big  man  came  to  us  and  he 
said,  "Stand  upj**  We  stood  up*  He  said,  "Your  number  is  6637,  and  neirer 
forget  that  you  are  a  prisoner."  And  we  never  did*  It  wouldn*t  p^y»  But 
wheh  we  got  our  numbers,  we  said  to  each  other,  "We  are  numbered  with  the 
transgressors*"  lam  glad  my  number  is  8637#  You  can  go  to  college  and  high 
school,  and  learn  to  be  a  doctor,  or  something  else?  but  there  are  soine 
things  you  can*t  learn  without  going  to  the  penitentiai^y  -  and  they  are  good 
things,  too*  Friends,  ;>ou  will  never   find  a  place  where  men  love  one  another 
the  way  they  do  JbheoMu^  You  wouldn*t  believe  it,  would  you? 


